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i evar a venue was designed 10 sap the spirts, the bleakly utlitarian Birningham | own microphone while tip-loeing dainbly across the stage. I1's terific, and tha
KNEC has o be it So, 8's lestamant 1o Bob Dylan’s mystique that the mans pro- saawed parl of the audience rise as one 1o applaud vigorously. Afer the Bting
spoct of his prosencs ranshonm this dour enorma-shid into & cosy 12.000- Opening, the elecinc guitars appear. This segment beging with Nashville
membar clubhouse, The burbling exciement is heigh-lened by appetie-whet- Skyling throwaway Country Pie , which Dylan sings in full declamantory
Ling reports, filtering through from Glasgow and Mewcastie, that Dylan is in rare + mode whils wiggling his il l6g, Ehvis-styla. Ha then re-visits The Basement
form. Ha's reporedly singing with renewed fire: whalever the demons are that | Tapes for a jump-biues version of Crash On The Laves (Down in The Flood)

all too frequently disrupt his concentration, thay wa not made the trip this time. | - @ 50ng obscure enowgh for him 1o fonget some of the words but fine nonatha-
Thie opsmning momaent of a Bob Cylan show - however wieiched, wanlon or dull » 355, 1965°s Ballad OF A Thin Man sticks closer 1o the oniginal, Dylan som-
it eventually tums out 10 be - is still a thing of spine-tingling. awe-inspiring how investing the namae Mr Jones with about 12 syllables. A briefl detour
elaciricity. it's as near as we'll now get 1o tha feeling of baing in the same through 1997 s Time Out Of Mind follows with the jazrzy, resigned, Tryin' To
room as Elis, Sinatra or Guthrie. A lapped anncuncer booms the somawhal Gel To Haaven and Cold lrons Bound . After a raunchsome Leopard-Skin Pill-
superfluous intro, “Ladies and Genlemen, Columbia recording anist Bob Box Hat, Dylan and band stand motioniess, absorbing the tumultuous applay-
Dylan™, the stagalights fBane and there b is - Bghl black sul, the halo ol curds, | 88, I1's an ¢3d, vaguely threatening gesture, but it all adds 1o the spoctacs.

myopic squind and lcones proboscis all present and cormect. Neediess 1o say, he The encores are many and various. Things Have Changed - Dylan's first new
comm-gnces with a cover of | Am The Man, Thomas, by bluegrass legends | felaase of the 215t Cantry - is sad and sardonic, Like A Rolling Stone perfunc-
Tha Stanlsy Brothers. Strangaly, i's a steding opaning. The band ane clippad, while a murmuring, semi-acoustic It Aint Me, Babe and rollicking
sympathabc and on the money - guitansts Larmy Campbell and Charss Sexion E::ry:1ﬂmmmmm%m“nnmg
ln:l:ln;mri'lg rural harmaonies o Dylan's energesed bark. Bassist Tory Forever Young. twangy Everything Is Broken and - ingvitably -

Gamier - a dead ringer for Walker off Dad’s Army - and drummer David Mmmmmﬂhllnmm Drylan emits one kast
Kempar are similary on-lorm and spirited. The all-but solo acoustic sections - Hﬁufhmmmm“mmumm-ﬁhmm
have these days boon replaced by an opening Sequenca of Somi-aoodetic “ mmmmnmmwm & continuing allung.

songs. Toraght, upright bass and mandolin lend a distinctly Appatachian tone 10 A first saw him in the 70,” says Stephen Bouille, 46, from Goole. "Dylan’s just
readings of The Times They Are A-Changin’, the raditional Searching For A " the best songwriter there is - there s na others to touch him.” And he comes 10
M'sﬁmwmwniwm.mtmm the LK on a regular basis. Dyian ‘s [ans arg nof all of a certain age Alob Adams
ghiflle. On One Too Marmy Momings, Dyian - who seems unusially Iocused - lmﬂqmwymui?mrtlhmummmm“ "Ha's a legand - it's
delivers the sor of sinuous, elegiac vocal that hardeone fans ding oul on, Mmaking ultimate draam 1o sed him.” 16-yoar-old Michas Moore agrees: "Dylan s
|mdmmmmmr-amdmmmm greatest poet of the 20th Century. B's anough 10 ba in the same room as God ™
wrm be-Comes Tolk-Cluly intimabe, and e miles tha aimosphane by rounding ;

mﬂamnﬂmmwmmmmm Eis) Aappend
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